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PRESENTACION 


El presente número, como prometimos en el anterior, se dedica — 
a la cuestión de la responsabilidad cristiana ante las próximas 
elecciones, particularmente en lo que se refiere a nosotros los 
hispanos. Respondiendo a nuestra invitación en el número 
anterior, varios de nuestros lectores nos han enviado trabajos 
sobre el modo en que los hispanos cristianos deben responder al 
reto electoral. Desafortunadamente, varias de esas contribu- 
ciones nos han llegado demasiado tarde, cuando ya estaba 
compuesto el tipo para la presente edición. Pero en todo caso, 
en los artículos que aquí presentamos el lector verá la variedac 
de opiniones que existen en el pueblo hispano. Y verá también 
algo de la perspectiva común que se esconde tras esa 
diversidad de opiniones. En el próximo número, que debe 
aparecer al tiempo de las elecciones, ofreceremos algunas 
reflexiones sobre estas contribuciones, así como sobre el 
proceso electoral mismo. 

Dado el carácter especial de este número, y la falta de — 
espacio, no hemos incluido los resúmenes que es nuestra 
costumbre colocar al final de cada artículo. En la próxima — 
edición volveremos a esa práctica. . 


(An English translation of this "Presentation" may be found on. 
page 71.) 
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Guillermo Chavez 


(Junta de Iglesia y Sociedad, Iglesia Metodista Unida) 


Divs, en su plan para la creación, ha provisto la posibilidad 
para que nosotros podamos forjar nuestro propio destino, 
dependiendo únicamente en nuestra fe y en el amor de Dios 
para con nosotros. 


La fuerza creadora manifestada en la historia de la humanidad 
apunta hacia el hecho de que todo lo que ha sido creado es el 
producto de un proceso de pugna entre diversas fuerzas. Este 
hecho está claramente ilustrado en la tradición judeo-cristia- 
na, en la que la lucha es identificada como el conflicto entre 
las fuerzas del bien y las del mal. Las fuerzas del bien son la 
creación positiva, mientras que las del mal son la destructiva. 


Partiendo de la premisa anterior, encontramos que el Dios 
creador en quien hemos puesto nuestra fe es un Dios de amor 
que reconocemos como ser supremo, que representa la fuerza 
creadora del universo y cuyo deseo es que nosotros, como parte 
de su creación, seamos participes activos y personifiquemos su 
fuerza creadora. De aquí deducimos que nuestro mandato como 
seres suyos es realizar su voluntad. 


La historia bíblica nos relata de una manera alegórica cómo 
esa fuerza creadora se hace presente a través del pueblo de 
Israel en todas sus etapas de desarrollo como pueblo de Dios. 
En esta historia se explicita vivamente la lucha que va 
forjando el plan divino y que concretamente se refleja en las 
estructuras políticas, económicas, sociales y culturales que 
afectan la vida de este pueblo escogido. 


Nosotros como pueblo cristiano estamos llamados a anali- 
zar minuciosamente nuestro deber como aquellos que personi- 
ficamos esa fuerza creadora que llamamos espíritu divino. 
("Mas a todos los que creyeron les dio potestad de ser llamados 
hijos de Dios ..."). Y debemos saber con certeza el papel que 
estamos llamados a desarrollar para continuar el proceso 
creador que apunte hacia la posibilidad última de una nueva 


creación. 
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Cuando decimos que esta creación se forja como resultado 
de una lucha de fuerzas del bien y del mal, implicamos con ello 
que nuestra participación no puede ser tangencial y pasiva, 
sino intencional y decisiva. 


Estamos en una etapa de la historia humana donde el 
cambio y la transtormación de nuestra realidad pueden ser casi 
instantáneos. Esto nos hace parecer victimas y objetos de las 
circunstancias que nos rodean y que afectan nuestra historia. 
Este modo de pensar, que es muy prevalente entre nosotros los 
hispanos, nos lleva a veces hacia un fatalismo que puede traer 


como consecuencia ciertos complejos, que amilana nuestro ser 


y nos lleva a buscar refugio en remedios artificiales de magia 
que se transfieren por medio de confianzas irreales en una 
deidad ante la que adoptamos una postura semi-idólatra. 
Nuestro desarrollo como pueblo hispano cristiano, y particular- 
mente en el caso de nosotros los protestantes, ha sido 
fuertemente afectado por una historia de dominación y 
opresión, primordialmente política, cultural y religiosa. Somos 
un pueblo que ha tenido que sobrevivir varias conquistas. 


Queramos o no, estas conquistas han dejado su huella en 
nuestro ser, dando como resultado rasgos de timidez que 
tienden a neutralizar nuestra posibilidad de afirmar nuestro 
papel como seres co-creadores y poseedores del espíritu divino. 


Sin embargo, debemos pensar que el tiempo ha llegado, 
cuando menos para el pueblo hispano, para que se levante de su 
letargo y retorne a su papel como agente creador que impacta 
las instituciones que se empeñan en seguir deteniendo y 
previniendo la realización de una nueva creación que sea más 
justa y que restaure la dignidad de este pueblo. 


En este espiritu, recordamos que el deber cívico que nos 
ofrece la oportunidad de ejercer nuestro derecho de votantes 
nos da la oportunidad de manifestar públicamente lo siguiente: 


Nuestra fe: Manifestamos que el signo y la medida de la fe 
no son el estilo ni el lugar donde adoramos ni la manera en que 
dejamos que Dios transforme nuestra realidad y allane nuestro 
camino, sino cómo somos transformados en agentes de crea- 
ción que impactan de una manera positiva las fuerzas que 
determinan el curso de nuestro bienestar cotidiano como seres 
humanos. 


Nuestro compromiso: Manifestamos el compromiso que 
tenemos hacia lo que Dios espera de nosotros como parte de su 
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pueblo. Este es un compromiso moral expresado en el pacto 
~ que Dios ha hecho con aquellos que profesan ser parte de su 
grey. "Yo seré su Dios y ustedes serán mi pueblo ..." Asi 
demostramos nuestra responsabilidad y aceptación voluntaria 
de lo que este pacto implica. 


El poder creador de Dios: Si como cristianos creemos en un 
Dios omnipotente que está en control de esta creación y quien 
obra a través del espíritu que está en nosotros, entonces resta 
en nosotros la responsabilidad de dar a conocer ese poder 
dentro del marco de su amor y su justicia. 


La dimensión política de esta sociedad en la época 
contemporánea es la arena donde se llevan a cabo las 
decisiones que afectan la vida de millones de seres humanos en 
todo el globo terrestre. Es alli donde se manifiesta con más 
claridad aquella pugna entre las fuerzas creadoras alineadas 
con los principios básicos de justicia y paz que aseguran la 
culminación de este orden creado, y aquellas fuerzas egocén- 
tricas que no van más allá de un progreso y desarrollo parcial e 
incompleto y ajeno al propósito que Dios ha establecido. 


La disyuntiva que se presenta ante nosotros para participar 
en la arena política está claramente expresada, aunque no bien 
entendida por todos, en la palabra el evangelio: "Dad a César 
lo que es de César, y a Dios lo que es de Dios". De estas 
palabras deducimos que Dios nos llama a tomar una postura 
clara y decisiva ante las fuerzas que estén alineadas con 
nuestra fe. En esta frase "dad al César" nos indica la postura 
hacia unas fuerzas que se autoproclaman como las supremas de 
esa época, y cuyo poder no apunta hacia la liberación total de 
la creación, sino que la trata de controlar y subyugar con fines 
totalmente egoístas. La otra opción, "dad a Dios", indica una 
entrega a un ser que no es autoproclamado sino que es validado 
por su creación. "Los cielos cuentan la gloria de Dios...' Esta 
entrega va más allá de un homenaje ritualista. Es un 
compromiso moral que es parte de un plan, establecido desde 
el principio de los tiempos. Y esto es lo que nos da el poder. 


Por lo tanto, como hispanos cristianos comprometidos a un 
cambio positivo en esta sociedad, tenemos dos alternativas: 
Primero, ser parte de las decisiones que afectan nuestras vidas 
como una característica de autodeterminación otorgada a 
nosotros por Dios. Segundo, optar por no ser parte de esas 
decisiones. Esta opción no produce "neutralidad" ni "no 
contaminación". El dejar pasar las cosas, y no oponer resisten- 
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cia, nos convierte en colaboradores con las fuerzas anti- 
creadoras. La vida politica de una comunidad está ligada a 
todas las esferas de interacción humana. Como sociedad 
estamos regulados por leyes públicas que determinan muchas 
de nuestras alternativas de acción. Por lo tanto es propio y 
necesario que pongamos en acción nuestra fe cristiana. 


Al hacer una reflexión profunda y sincera, encontraremos 
un sinnúmero de ejemblos bíblicos de cómo Dios se manifiesta 
en la vida política de los pueblos. 


La fidelidad que podamos demostrar a este mandato quiere 
decir el estar listos a crear fricción, proveer resistencia y- 
aguantar sacrificios, si es necesario. Pero al mismo tiempo 
implica sentirnos como seres amados y aceptados por Dios, 
quien nos dice: "siervo(a) fiel, en lo poco has sido fiel, en lo 
mucho te pondré; entra en el reino de tu creador". 


NAAA AA 


Joseph E. Mulligan, S.J. 


(Pastor in a Roman Catholic Parish in Detroit) 


A; November approaches, Hispanics and others throughout 
this country will be bombarded with slick and expensive 
advertising messages about various candidates, especially 
those running for the presidency of the United States. These - 
commercials offer little understanding of the real issues and of © 
the candidates' stand on them. Therefore, the intelligent and 
responsible voter must devote some time to studying the issues 
and the candidates, and the Christian citizen will evaluate the 


i 
candidates in the light of the values of the gospel. | 


The following are some criteria which we as Christians 
should use in making our decisions. After stating the criterion, 
I will begin a new paragraph in which I will present my own 
personal opinion about the Reagan administration's stand with 
regard to this particular criterion. Since, at the time of this © 
writing, the Democrats have not yet selected their presidential 
candidate, I cannot evaluate the person who will run against 
Ronald Reagan. 


Apuntes / 54 


FIRST CRITERION: With regard to domestic issues, does 
the candidate show a Christ-like passion for justice and 
concern for the poor, the disabled, the disadvantaged, the 
"little ones"? If we look at the candadate's past performance 
and program for the future, can we be reasonably confident 
that he will implement his Christian concern for those who are 
suffering? 


MY OPINION: The Reagan administration has been merci- 
less in cutting social programs to the extent that millions of 
Americans are living in poverty and desperation. Funds for 
education, health care, job training, child nutrition, and other 
important social programs have been reduced or eliminated, 
while this administration continually raises the already-bloated 
military budget, which now amounts to almost $300 billion. 


SECOND CRITERION: Since unemployment is especially 
serious among minority youth, we must ask what the candidate 
will do to create jobs for those who can work. How will the 
next administration help all Americans to have a chance to 
exercise their vocation as sons and daughters of God to be co- 
creators of the world with the Lord? 


MY OPINION: The present administration is spending more 
and more of the taxpayers' money on military production. 
Although this creates and maintains some jobs, they are jobs 
for highly paid and highly trained technicians. A billion dollars 
spent on military production pays off in far fewer jobs than 
would that same billion spent in the civilian sector (education, 
health, construction, etc.). Many important and useful services 
need to be offered in American society, but the Reagan 
administration is not interested in funding them. Rather, this 
administration caters to the rich owners and stockholders of 
the large corporations and to their highly paid managers and 
technicians, while neglecting the problems of the middle class 
and the poor. | 


THIRD CRITERION: With regard to international issues, 
does the candidate have a biblical thirst for justice and for 
peace among the nations? Does he have specific plans for 
"beating swords into plowshares," so that the world may avoid 
nuclear holocaust? How would he respond to the Lord who is 
suffering in the majority of the world's people, who are 
hungry? 

MY OPINION: The current administration is building more 
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and more of the most horrifying kinds of swords: nuclear 
weapons. In May of 1983, the Roman Catholic bishops of th 
United States called for a complete halt to the production o: 
nuclear weapons and reiterated the traditional teaching tha 
weapons which would totally destroy civilian population cen 
ters must never be used (not even in retaliation). Many othe 
churches in the United States have expressed support an 
agreement with the bishops' pastoral letter. The Reaga 
administration rightly felt that its policies were under criti 
cism by the bishops, and has tried to minimize the impact o! 
the letter. However, the conflict is clear. 


Furthermore, the Reagan administration shows little res: 
traint in flexing its nuclear muscles and raising the level o: 
international tension between the United States and the Sovie* 
Union, thus bringing us closer to the brink of war. Reagan' 
talk about militarizing outer space, his deployment of new an 
more deadly weapons in Europe, and his military intervention 
in various parts of the world, must cause American anc 
Russian Christians to wonder whether there is any substanc 
behind his glib religious rhetoric. 


U.S. involvement in Central America could easily escalat 
to the point where American boys (as usuall, with minorities ir 
disproportionate numbers) will be fighting against the poor and 
oppressed who are in revolution. Under Reagan, the CIA is 
openly supporting and even directing the "contras," thos 
Nicaraguans who want to topple the socially progressive 
Sandinista government. The Pentagon trains and equips th 
brutal military of El Salvador, and has turned Hondurans into a 
U.S. fortress. These policies, which are opposed by the 
Mexican government and by thousands of demonstrators ir 
Puerto Rico and in other parts of the world, should also be 
opposed by voters in November. : 


PO E, 


FOURTH CRITERION: If the candidate expresses religious 
views and beliefs, what kind of religion does he espouse? Is it 
"civil religion" --that is, a religious coating and justificatior: 
for merely nationalistic, capitalist, and sometimes racist goals 
and policies? As Christians, we are aware of the problem of 
idolatry throughout history; and in our day, this is still a 


threat, perhaps more dangerous and insidious than philosophi- 
cal atheism. 


> LEAR A AAA « 


MY OPINION: Ronald Reagan frequently uses religious 
references in his speeches. But his references are to a God whol 
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is always "on our side" against the Soviet Union, which Reagan 
describes as "the evil empire." Our biblical God, on the other 
hand, denounced the evil and injustice of Israel even more 
vehemently than the foreign empires. And in the gospels we 
find Jesus telling his people that they cannot simply rest on 
their laurels as "sons of Abraham." I believe that Reagan is a 
Manichean heretic in his neat division of humanity into us (the 
good guys) and them (the evil communists). We Christians know 
that there is good and evil in every heart and in every people. 


Our incumbent president also confuses Christianity with 
Capitalism and free enterprise, joining many dictators through- 
out the so-called "free world" who claim to be defending what 
they call "Christian civilization" through torture and the 
massive repression of their people. Reagan justifies military 
intervention "to protect our vital interests" and refuses to 
recognize the right of the World Court to consider the CIA's 
attacks on Nicaragua. Presiden Reagan does not recognize any 
higher authority than "us" —the United States. In this sense he 
is guilty of idolatry (making a relative good into an absolute 
good); and, as in the past, idolatry involves massive human 
sacrifice. 


~The Reagan administration is nationalistic, taking patrio- 
tism to an extreme which cannot be tolerated by Christians 
who see themselves as brothers and sisters and co-citizens of 
all peoples. And the Reagan religion is also extremely 
privatistic. For him, and for many like him, religion has to do 
with prayer (and so he expresses great concern over the right 
to pray in public schools), with interior feelings of righteous- 
ness, and with sexual morality. Perhaps he has never asked 
himself or any of the court preachers why Jesus was put to 
death, or what Jesus meant by announcing the Good News to 
the poor and oppressed, or why Christians throughout the "free 
world" are being martyred today as they were in the first 
centuries. 


FIFTH CRITERION: Many Hispanics, like many others in 
the United States, trace their roots back to other lands and are 
either the first generation or the descendants of immigrants. 
What is the candidate's position on immigration legislation, 
particularly on the Simpson-Mazzoli bill? What is the candi- 
date's position on whether Central American refugees, fleeing 
repression and torture and death in their own lands, should be 
welcomed here by the American people and government? 
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MY OPINION: In order to get my vote, a candidate woul 
have to oppose most aspects of the Simpson-Mazzoli bill. This 
bill would re-create the "bracero" program, allowing tempora- 
ry workers to be brought into the country in order to provide 
cheap labor for agri-business and to provide "union busters" to 
undermine the work of the United Farm Workers (UFW) an 
other agricultural unions. The bill would also impose penalties 
on employers who hire undocumented aliens, thus depriving 
people of their right to make a living in this country and 
causing discrimination against all Hispanics. 


As for refugees from Central American dictatorships, the 
Reagan administration has been rounding them up and sending 
them back to torture and death in their homelands. The 
Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS) has even arrested 
church personnel working with such refugees. As a nation, we 
should open our arms and our borders to our sisters and 
brothers who are fleeing for their lives —to those who are 
fleeing from governments which are our "allies" as well as to 
people coming from governments which our State Department 
labels our "enemies." 


These are only a few of the criteria which can be applied 
by intelligent and responsible Christians to the important 
question of voting. Let us help to get out the Hispanic vote, 
and to make it a vote for the values of Jesus and the prophets, 


recognizing that those values are never fully embodied in any 
human candidate. 


—_— SSS SS 


Vicente Castro R. 


(Pastor, Iglesia Presbiteriana Getsemani, Fort Worth) 


J E propósito de este trabajo es triple: 1) Ofrecer razones 
biblicas por las cuales los ciudadanos cristianos hispanos deben 
hacer uso de su privilegio y obligación de ejercer el sufragio. 
2) Advertir al participante novicio de los muchos peligros, 
trampas y mitos que son tan comunes en el mundo secular. 3) 
Dar algunas indicaciones sobre cómo sobrevivir en el mundo de 


la politica en los Estados Unidos: la cueva de serpientes de lo 
socio-económico-político. 
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_ Participar en el sufragio en los Estados Unidos, en el 
sistema electoral, no es solo un gran privilegio y responsabili- 
dad para cada ciudadano hispano cristiano, sino también algo 
lleno de trucos y peligros, mucho de astucia, y muchos mitos 
politicos acerca del patriotismo. Luego, en este caso cabe 
advertir al votante: "caveat elector". 


I. El cristiano que no se da la molestia de votar, siendo 
ciudadano por nacimiento o por naturalización, está pecando 
según la norma de que "el que sabe hacer lo bueno, y no lo 
hace, le es pecado" (Santiago 4:17). Ahora bien, es cierto que 
la Biblia dice "no améis al mundo, ni las cosas que están en el 
mundo", etc. (I Juan 2:15-17). Pero entre amar al mundo y 
ejercer una responsabilidad política para con el mundo, hay 
mucha diferencia. Al mismo tiempo, después veremos algunas 
de las razones por las que mo solo debemos amarlo, sino 
razones por las cuales debemos andar con mucha cautela y 
cuidado en ese mundo, en el cual rige el anticristo contempo- 
ráneo con todas sus huestes demoniacas. 


La Biblia enseña el ejercicio de la responsabilidad cívica. 
Es cierto que en los tiempos primitivos no había elecciones 
democráticas en el mundo civil-público. (Quizá la iglesia fue 
uno de los primeros innovadores en el uso de elecciones, 
escogiendo oficiales por ese medio). Pero todo buen cristiano 
primitivo sabia que era correcto pagar el impuesto (tributo) al 
gobierno (Mateo 17:27); que Jesús reconoció dos áreas de 
obligación: la del César, y la de Dios (Mateo 22:15-21); y que a 
ambos había (hay) que dar su merecido. 


También en I Timoteo hay un pasaje interesante (I Timoteo 
3:1-7). Allí el autor enumera varias cualidades que deben 
poseer aquellos que "ambicionan episcopado". Entre otras 
cosas, dice "también es necesario que tenga buen testimonio de 
los de afuera, para que no caiga en descrédito y en lazo del 
diablo". El hombre (mujer) maduro necesita saber ejercer 
buenas relaciones públicas. Esos son buenos líderes de congre- 
gaciones. Entre otras cosas, la persona que en este dia ejerce 
su voto es aquella que se está inmiscuyendo en la vida pública, 
secular, mundanal; y éste tiene que gozar del "repeto de los de 
afuera". ¿Qué es ese respeto? Yo lo considero el respeto que 
toda persona le da a otra por su "integridad personal"; la 
integridad como persona que se da a respetar. En otras 
palabras, "los de afuera" quizá no comulguen, ni con sus 
valores, ni con sus creencias; pero lo reconocen a él (o ella) y 
le respetan por su integridad. La persona hoy día que ejerce su 


Apuntes / 59 


deber de votar es una persona madura, y no teme aprender 


cémo andar dentro de la cueva de serpientes (en el mundo del 
anticristo). 


II. Pero dicho todo la anterior con el deseo de animar a los 
creyentes, especialmente a los hispanos, a que vayan a votar, 
¿qué advertencias hemos de darle al que se decide a hacerlo? 
Sobre todo, debemos explicarle algo de la cueva de serpientes. 
Jesús dijo que sus seguidores deberían ser "sabios como las 
serpientes pero mansos como las palomas" (Mateo 10:16). 
Pablo nos dice que él trataba de acomodarse a toda persona 


con el fin de ganar a algunos (I Corintios 9:20-22). Ahora bien, - 
el cristiano debe tener muy abiertos los ojos y recordar el 
dicho popular chicano que dice "mansos, hermanos, pero no - 


mensos". En otras palabras, por mucho que le disguste lo que 
descubre del mundo del anticristo, debe reservarse y controlar- 
se. Debe ver y analizar la realidad. Y, ¿cuál es esa realidad 
económicopoliticosecular que le enfrenta? En primer lugar, 


tenemos que reconocer que es un mundo pluralista, o sea un — 


mundo, en Estados Unidos, donde prevalecen muchas distintas 
ideas, filosofías, religiones, valores y creencias lado a lado. Lo 


opuesto seria un mundo comunista o un mundo como el que rige - 


Komeni en Irán. 


Ahora bien, en un mundo pluralista es necesario evitar 
juicios simplistas y generalizaciones exageradas que tratan de ~ 


verlo todo como negro o blanco, bueno o malo. El mundo 
pluralista tiene muchas variedades de colores, y entre el negro 
y el blanco existen muchos grises. 


Si esto es asi, ¿qué significa? Simplemente, que a ningún 
partido ni a ningún candidato se le debe de aceptar, ni tildar, 
de todo bueno o todo malo. Tenemos que evitar el simplismo de 
algunos que son "mas católicos que el Papa", o "más anticas- 


tristas que Reagan". Los mejores de los candidatos tienen algo 


malo, pues son humanos; y los peores tienen elementos buenos. 


Segundo, hay que recordar que en los Estados Unidos, tanto 
al nivel estatal como al nivel federal, tanto en las legislaturas 
como en los senados, hay una ley, quizás no escrita, pero bien 
conocida e imprescindible, que dice, en inglés, "Politics is the 
art of compromise". Yo la traduzco: "La política es el arte de 
transigir", usando "transigir" en el sentido de "acuerdo", 
"consentir", "ajuste" y "concordia" (y hasta "tregua". 


Y para aquel que cree que todo lo malo está siempre del 
lado del otro partido, hay que recordarle que fue, por ejemplo, 
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bajo un presidente demócrata (Roosevelt) y un congreso 
demócrata que se pasó una ley que les quitó todos sus derechos 
civiles a miles de americanos de descendencia japonesa. Y que 
fuo otro presidente demócrata (Truman) el que decidió usar la 
bomba atómica sobre Hiróshima y Nagasaki, matando a miles 
de hombre, mujeres y niños inocentes (incluso un convento de 
monjas católicas) Y bajo presidentes de ambos partidos se 
extendió la guerra estúpida de Vietnam que costó cincuenta 
mil vidas. ¿Cuál es la realidad en el día de hoy? ¿Cuáles son 
los móviles, las fuerzas motrices que más influyen en la vida 
secular de los Estados Unidos? 


_ Yo veo tres por lo menos. El primero es la avaricia, 
aceptada, respetada y hasta canonizada. Lo que antes se 
llamaba el "profit motive" en el sentido de ganancia justa y 
legal, hoy se ha convertido en un monstruo de tal forma y 
manera que son pocos los móviles de altruismo, compasión, o 
de pura justica que continúan motivando a la mayoría. Tanto 
los médicos como los abogados se han convertido en "hombres 
de negocio" cuyo único móvil es la ganancia avara y mezquina. 
Y el comprador tiene que protegerse no solo de los vendedores 
de automóviles usados, sino también de los vendedores de 
seguros y de bienes raíces. La avaricia domina igualmente a los 
sindicatos, a los bancos, y a las empresas multinacionales. Con 
casi toda la América Latina a la merced de empresas 
prestamistas norteamericanas (cerca de quinientos mil millo- 
nes de dólares) son solo los inocentes, los avaros, los 
gobernantes sinvergúenzas, y los que viven o dependen de tales 
gobiernos, los que no ven esta vibora mortal. 


El segundo es la intolerancia, tanto la sexista como la que 
se ejerce contra los pobres y los ancianos, o la que toma la 
forma de prejuicio racial —del blanco para con las otras razas y 
clases, pero especialmente contra la del negro. Ese prejuicio 
no ha desaparecido. Al contrario, se ha hecho más temerario, 
más obvio y más aceptable. Ahora es más popular acusar a las 
víctimas del prejuicio como de algún modo responsables de su 
mala suerte. (Son holgazanes, ignorantes, etc.) Y lo más trise 
es que los ricos y potentes, a través de los medios de 
comunicación, han tenido éxito en envenenar los juicios de los 
obreros e indoctos (blancos) que siguen identificándose con los 
ricos de los programas de televisión como "Dallas" y "Falcon 
Crest", o con racistas "chistosos' como Archie Bunker. 


La intolerancia hacia lo diferente a lo que uno está 
acostumbrado afecta a todos, desde los profesores de semina- 
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rios (contra la teologia de liberacién) hasta el obrero analfabe- 
to que se hace miembro secreto del Ku Klux Klan (que en junio 
de 1984 recibió permiso para desfilar tanto en Houston como 


en Dallas, Texas). 


Y lo que es peor es que los tribunales más y más votan a 
favor de esa intolerancia y prejuicio bajo pretexto que "como 
todos son iguales hay que tratarlos igual", ignorando intencio- 
nalmente que esa "igualdad" no es, ni ha sido, sino un mito 
cultural. Hasta el Tribunal Supremo actual está revolcándose 
en esta cueva de serpientes. Por lo tanto es muy importante 
fijarse en qué clase de persona el presidente nombra como 
juez, fiscal general, etc. Pero hay que recordar que las cuevas 
de serpientes se encuentran en todo el país, y en todos los 
países. Es importante reconocerlas en cada uno. 


El tercero es la conveniencia, que se lleva a tal extremo 
que borda en la indiferencia hacia el sufrimiento de otros —en 
particular, de los menos afortunados, o de aquellos a quienes la 
sociedad no concede iguales oportunidades que a los demás. 


Ill. Para terminar, si todavia te quedan ganas de ser buen 
ciudadano de los Estados Unidos y cumplir con tu deber, ¿qué 
te aconseja este viejo pastor? Te aconseja con amor que 
recuerdes: 


1) Que es necesario, aunque no siempre fácil, inscribirse - 
para votar. Y que también hay que saber dónde, cuándo, y por > 


quién votar. 


2) Que hay que comprender las realidades de tales cosas 
como el "Gerrymandering" (un monstruo creado por "chanchu- 
yo" artificial, al crear los distritos electorales de tal modo que 
se divide el voto de las minorías), los votos "perdidos", los 
votos descalificados ("voided"), y muchos otros que por otras 
razones "no cuentan". Todo esto, recientemente señalado por 
el Rdo. Jessie Jackson, ha existido por muchos años en los 
Estados Unidos. 


3) Que sí hay grupos nobles y sinceros que luchan 
valientemente contra las mentiras, contra las tergiversaciones, 
y contra el emocionalismo patriotero comprado con millones 
de dólares podridos a través de la radio, la televisión, etc. 
Entre tales grupos nobles, quizás el mejor conocido es la 
"League of Women Voters", que no solo hace listas de como 
votaron los candidatos en relación a las diferentes leyes, 
citando sus comentarios y opiniones palabra por palabra, sino 
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que también auspicia y promueve debates publicos entre los 
candidatos. (También hay algunos periddicos que publican 
nombres y otra información. Pero hay que recordar sus 
prejuicios e intenciones particulares. Es bueno leerlos usando 
un filtro o máscara contra el "gas" político. 


4) Sobre todo, al acercarte a las urnas debes preguntarte 
cuánto daño ya ha hecho este individuo, o este partido; cuánto 
daño sigue haciendo; y cuánto más daño podrá hacer en el 
futuro que el otro candidato. 


Y recuerda que, en una cueva de serpientes, todas pueden 
morder. 


YAA NAAA 


Samuel Betances 


(Professor of Sociology, Northeastern Illinois University, 
Chicago) 


Caleb Rosado 


(Pastor, All Nations Sevent-Day Adventist Church, 
Berrien Springs, Michigan) 


Voting is a civic responsibility which should be taken 
seriously by every citizen of the United States of America. 
Christians should "render unto Caesar what belongs to Caesar" 
in the matter of voting, whether in local or national elections. 


In a presidential election Christians, who feel that voting is 
compatible with their religious principles, must take particular 
care to cast their vote wisely. The Christian vote ought to be 
an expression of informed consent to candidates whose party 
platforms, personal positions, purpose, policies and programs 
most closely attempt to strengthen the ability of government 
to better the human condition, promote peace, and respect the 
diversity of God's children. 


Of great concern to those of us who represent a growing 
constituency called Hispanics, is a commitment from that 
person who seeks the Presidency, to respect the needs of our 
people as well as our talents. We stand ready as citizens to 
give much more in the leadership arena than what has been 
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asked of us. We want to be full partners in making of our 
multicultural cities livable places and part of the solution to 
the problems that plague our pluralistic society —in particular 
our deteriorating cities and barrios. 


Policy shapers and leaders at the highest levels of 
government need to evaluate the needs of Hispanics with great 
care. The label "Hispanic" should be employed only when 
addressing the needs of more than one of the twenty groups 
under the larger generic label of Hispanic or Latino. Mexican 
Americans as Mexican Americans or Chicanos in the U.S., 
mostly in the Southwest, operate as an ethnic interest group to 
better the condition of their people separate and apart from 
the larger label called "Hispanic." Puerto Ricans operate as 
Puerto Ricans in the United States in a similar manner, mostly 
in the Greater New York Metropolitan Area and Northeast. 
Cuban Americans likewise operate in Dade County, Florida, 
seeking their own interests. Only rarely do the three groups in 
significant numbers occupy the same geographical turf, as in 
the Midwest, especially Chicago and Milwaukee. This means 
that Presidential candidates must pay attention to the selected 
themes and issues of the various groups when they promote 
agendas unique to their regional ethnic concerns. Mexican 
Americans are more likely to be concerned with the un- 
documented worker and immigration issues; Puerto Ricans, 
with the political status issue; and Cubans, with U.S./Cuba 
relations. 


Beside these three large regional ethnic groups, the term 
"Hispanic" or "Latino," as we prefer, includes peoples from 
seventeen other countries who have a consciousness of an 
identity label which connects them as offspring of root 
cultures deriving from Spain's former empire, and who are in 
this country for voluntary or involuntary reasons, and call the 
U.S. their home. Because of this vast racial, cultural and 
political diversity we can only speak of Hispanics, or of 
"Hispanic issues," when focusing upon the larger situational 
agenda which affects the various Hispanic sub-groups, and 
from which the sominant groups in American society benefit at 


the expense of Hispanics, who have the fewest alternatives for 
survival in the U.S. 


_ Hispanic Christians would expect that the next President 
influence and push for rules and regulations in the media to 
provide Hispanics with programs that highlight our strengt hs; 
make us appear to be the universal people we are; and promote 
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us as an intelligent and hard-working people. Currently we are 
viewed as "a problem," a two-issue people (bilingual education 
and immigration), less loyal than we are. The media trivializes 
us with scripts and roles which make us more violent and 
dishonest than our actual experience. To be sure, we have our 
fair share of deficiencies, which have to do with being 
members of the human race, but we have strengths, commit- 
ments and values, often grounded on Christian principles, 
which make us an important part of the citizenry of this 
country and of God's family. 


Yet the media continue to assail and stigmatize us, 
especially when we are used for broad entertainment purposes 
which must be accepted by the larger share of the viewing 
market, other than Hispanic. The results are a dismal 
disregard for our positive values. An example is the recent ill- 
fated attempt by one major network to promote a Mexican 
American barrio youth from East Los Angeles, played by Paul 
Rodriguez, to become a joke addict who simply couldn't 
control his urge to assault his family and people, by making of 
them the victims of stereotypes and trivialized ethnic humor. 
The only scripts available to Rodriguez were ones that made 
Mexican Americans, the single largest group of Hispanics, the 
target of deforming humor. On the other hand, when nulti- 
nationals want Hispanics to buy beer, when the military wants 
our youth to join the armed forces, when the fast-food industry 
wants us to buy their products, and even when the Church 
wants us to become members, they use the electronic media, 
especially television, in ways which project our cultural 
themes and love of family and hard work in very positive ways. 
Positive scripts are there! But they are only selectively used 
when we are targeted as consumers. This must stop! 


We should press that the next President help us achieve our 
collective goal of being full citizens of this country, with all 
the rights and privileges which that entails, including a 
positive image of a proud, multiracial people, that are the 
embodiment of the very ethnic makeup of this country. 


In the area of education, we expect the next President to 
take a strong position in helping our children become profi- 
cient in English. We expect the President to support programs 
for our children who lack such proficiency, teaching the school 
curriculum in Spanish first, until the child acquires the ability 
to learn in English, and then can continue his or her education 
in English. This makes for understandable instruction. 
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Hispanics have as a unifying theme, one which brings unity 
to their broad ethnic makeup, the Spanish language. We have 
politicized the Spanish language in the same way Blacks have 
politicized Negroid physical features, and women gender, and 
Poles in Poland Catholicism. These themes help the oppressed 
to reject rejection and unify under the broader umbrella of 
their cultural identity. While we espouse the importance of the 
Spanish language, we do not in the least want to demean 
English or replace it with Spanish. We merely use the 
commitment to Spanish as the indicator to help make the 
coalition more effective. 


The President who wants, needs and expects the Hispanic 
vote will have to convince Hispanics of a profound respect for 
our peoples' commitment to being the types of loyal Americans 
who feel that English and Spanish makes for a more produc- 
tive, creative contribution to God, country and our local barrio 
communities. Influential persons in high office must not be 
tempted to see us as a problem for having the capacity to 
speak more than one language. Americans in the U.S. must not 
try to tell us that it is in the best interest of society, the 
government, the church and education to know less rather than 
more. 


We also find it offensive when Christian groups band 
together in religious sectarian networks to influence govern- 
ment policy so as to force the rest of the nation to behave as 
they believe. We must not fall into the trap of believing that 
the Highest Council of the Universe has interest in having 
either the Democratic or Rebuplican Party represent God's 
agenda for Latin America, the Middle East, U.S. /Soviet 
relations, and domestic policies. We do not preclude with our 
objections the capacity of individuals and civic interest groups 
examining the proposed political agenda of Presidential can- 
didates, and to be guided by Christian principles in the casting 
of votes. The danger is that religious groups may succumb to 
the temptation of Nebuchadnezzar, of going from one extreme 
to the other in replacing a totalitarian evil law with a 
totalitarian good law, and force every one to obey it, even to 
the point of death (Daniel 4). Such religious fervor is to be 
commended, but the result is nevertheless the same--individual 
freedoms and free moral choices are thereby eliminated. 


Our conclusion is clear: we as Christians should not seek to 
make of governmental agencies and political leaders the 
promoters oí God's program for humanity. That responsibility, 
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short of a theocracy, is left to the Church and the ultimate 
triumph of God's cause for humanity. In all that we do we 
should be guided by godly principles. In this way the activity of 
government benefits and is enhanced by the influence of 
Christians. 


With this distinction in mind we can then "render unto 
Caesar what is Caesar's and unto God what belongs to God," in 
matters of being Hispanics and Christian voters in the coming 
Presidential election. 


How then does one go about making all of this workable in 
practical terms to our Hispanic Christian community? Here is 
where the Church comes in, for the Church is the best forum 
for educating our people in terms of political conscientization. 
As in the Black experience, the Church stands in the Hispanic 
barrio as the one social institution around which our people 
establish a sense of community, whether it be the Catholic 
cathedral or the Pentecostal store-front. Our people, as a 
very religious people, still look to the church, the priest, and 
the pastor for guidance in matters of socio-political affairs — 
even more so than to grass-roots community organizations. 
The problem is that the Church has abdicated its role of being 
the conscience of the community in matters other than 
spiritual, and, as a consequence, our people have turned to 
community organizations other than the Church for such 
leadership. If the Church is to carry on a wholistic, inclusive 
ministry for its community, it must not create a dichotomy 
between spiritual and secular matters, but minister to its 
Hispanic constituency at all levels of human need. As the 
Statement of Mission of the All Nations Church in Barien 
Springs declares: "The proclamation of Jesus! liberating gospel 
of salvation. . . not only meets spiritual needs, but also reaches 
all levels of human concern for social, economic, and political 
justice regardless of age, gender, and color." 


There are several practical steps that can be taken to 


educate our people in this area, steps which arise out of the 
actual working experience of one of the writers in his local 


parish. 

The first is to preach on the subject of the Christian and 
his or her civic responsibility. The content of this article, for 
example, will be part of a sermon that one of the writers will 
be preaching at his congregation this Fall. 


As part of the worship service, one of the writers;has used 
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as a church bulletin insert and handout, a fine tract entitled 

"Can My Vote Be Biblical?," put out by Evangelicals for Social 

Action (300 West Apsley, Philadelphia, PA 19144). Besides 

presenting basic Christian principles which should govern a: 
Christians' political action, the tract also presents nine steps 

to assess candidates. Though lacking content matter that 

pertains to specific Hispanic issues, such as the ones men- 

tioned in this article, the tract provides a good Christian 

framework for approaching the voting right with a sense of 

intelligence. 


A third thing that can be done is to invite the candidates to 
come and address the community. Obviously, this will not be +. 
possible in all cases, especially in national elections. But in *. 
matters of local elections, local candidates can be invited tc 
address the congregation, other than at a worship service, to 1. 
explain the issues to be voted on and answer any questions tc + 
clarify their positions and clear up any misunderstandings and + 
confusion the community may have. And usually national 
candidates can provide representatives at the local level to do - 
this for them. Such a meeting in a local church should of o 
course be open to the entire community, as a public service § 
community outreach ministry of the local church. The com- + 
munity needs to see the Church involved in the needs and 
problems of the community, not always taking the lead, but at 
least present as a humanizing and redemptive presence. 


The Church can also hold public forums for the exchange of 
ideas, panel discussions and symposiums to clarify the issues 
further and to give people an opportunity to respond and air 
their views. These public meetings should be held in both e 
Spanish and English, with interpretation where necessary, so as 
to be sensitive to the needs of the entire community. Where 4 
possible, these meetings can be held at an interdenominational — 
level. The reason for going interdenominationally is that it 
gives both the Hispanic community and the non-Hispanic 
community a sense of group solidarity and unity within a 
Christian framework when confronting the larger arena. This 
avoids a divisiveness which has the potential of being destruc- 
tive to the concerns of Hispanics. 


Such steps towards political conscientization--preaching, - 
handouts, and public debates--will go a long way towards ; 
preparing our people to cast an intelligent vote, as well as give 
the Church a positive image of being an "effective presence" 
in the community. 
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Tomas Chavez 


(Pastor, Iglesia Presbiteriana Nazareth, San Angelo, Texas) 


Many Hispanic Christians will not participate in the 
political process because of their belief that it is sinful to 
participate, and that it is not proper for Christians to be 
involved. Many Hispanics will not vote thinking that their vote 
will not make a difference. It is very common to hear some 
say, "no matter who wins, I lose." Not only will they not 
participate, but they frown on their pastors who become 
actively involved in the political process. "Stay out of politics, 
Pastor," is a familiar statement often heard. 


I imagine something similar was communicated to Moses by 
Pharaoh. It must have been what the Caesars told the 
Christians who were on fire with the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
=so much so, that their faith in God got them in trouble. 
Moses, like many Hispanic Christians today, did not want to 
get involved in politics (Exodus 3:11). He wanted to remain 
"spiritual." When God spoke to Moses through the burning bush, 
God told Moses to take off his shoes, for he was on holy 
ground. Moses was all set for meditation and prayer (Exodus 
3:7-10). 


But God told him to get up, and commanded Moses to go to 
Egypt, and to confront the Egyptian governor, and to be an 
advocate for human rights. To demand that the Hebrews be set 
free and permitted to leave Egypt. Moses did not think this had 
anything to do with religion, so he argued with God, just like 
many Hispanic Christians today refuse to get involved, and will 
not participate in the political process, even though programs 
which affect them are cut off. 


Moses finally went on to Egypt and became involved in that 
process; and so it happens that what Moses did in that political 
effort coincided with the beginning of the story of God's 
salvation of the world through Hebrew slaves. 


When Jesus went around preaching the Word of God in 
Galilee and Jerusalem, the Roman and Jewish authorities felt 
threatened. The Word of God is always upsetting the status quo 
and the cultural order of things. God has a very special 
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interest in the system of justice, especially when this affects | 
"little people" like the Hispanics in the "barrio." Hispanics can. 
upset the status quo, like God does, by participating in the ' 
political process. 


The Bible has a lot to say about the responsibility of — 
Christians toward the poor and powerless. It reminds us that - 
the people of God are to have a lifestyle that shows concern — 
for the poor and the oppressed. This concern must be carried 
out without losing sight of the God who created us. Hispanic 
Christians share the same responsibility, and must become 
involved in the political process to make sure that the person. 
who is elected is a person who is sensitive to the needs of the 
poor and the powerless. 


4 
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When King Herod ordered the killing of children in order to — 
kill Jesus (Matthew 2:13-15), Joseph was forced to flee, taking — 
Mary and Jesus by night and going into hiding illegally in Í 
Egypt. Jesus became the "first illegal alien' in order to survive 
to become the Savior. Our responsibility towards the undocu-- 
mented is a matter of justice. The Bible commands us to watch 
over the rights of the poor (Proverbs 29:7). We are called to 
respond to the Good News of liberation by acting as advocates ~ 
for the poor and the powerless. 4 


Participating in the political process is responding to this 3 
call. God requires us "to do justice, to show love, and to live in 3 
humble fellowship with God" (Micah 6:8). 


To do justice requires changes in unjust laws. To do justice 
requires providing employment opportunities for the poor. To 
do justice requires basic human rights. To do justice requires - 
being sensitive and protesting against any expression of — 
racism, whether overt or covert. To do justice requires seeking — 
economic policies that are responsive to the needs of the poor 
in the Third World countries such as Central America. To do - 
justice requires that Hispanics be justly represented in the — 
political process. 


Traditionally, Hispanics have been underrepresented in the . 
American political process. But now, more than ever before, — 
the Hispanic vote will be pivotal in deciding who will be our — 
political representatives. This is particularly true since the — 
heaviest concentration of Hispanics is in five states —New 
York, Texas, Florida, Illinois, and California— which together 
have 157 electoral votes, or more than half the 270 votes a 
candidate needs to be elected president. 
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If we as Hispanics would take the time to register and vote, 
then for the first time in history we would have a president 
that we have chosen together. As Hispanics, we should decide 
who to vote for on the basis of their integrity, past political 
record, and dedication to programs beneficial to middle and 
low income people. 


Whether we choose a Republican or a Democrat, the choice 
should be indicative of our needs and expectations at that 
particular time. There are similarities between Hebrew slaves 
making bricks for Pharaoh in Egypt, and Hispanics picking 
lettuce in the fields of California. 


ÁS 


PRESENTATION 


As promised in the last issue, the present one is devoted to the 
question of Christian responsibility as we approach the 
upcoming elections, particularly in that which refers to 
Hispanics. In response to our invitation in that issue, several 
readers have sent contributions in which they discuss what 
they think ought to be the Christian Hispanic attitude before 
the elections. Unfortunately, some of these have reached us 
after the type was set for the present issue. But in spite of this 
the present articles will suffice to show the diversity of 
opinions among Hispanics. And they will show also the common 
perspective to be found behind such diversity. In the next 
issue, which is expected to appear at the time of the elections, 
we shall offer some reflections on these various contributions, 
as well as on the electoral process itself. 

Due to the particular character of this issue, as well as to 
the limits of space, we have not included the summaries that 
we usually place at the end of each article. In the next edition 
we shall restore that practice, for we are aware that many of 
our readers find it helpful. 
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